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TABLE 1-A1: Definitions of ‘inclusion’, ‘exclusion’ and ‘in between’ for each of the indicators used to measure disability inclusion. 

Domain  Indicator  Definitions of included, in between and excluded 

Social relationships Unpaid domestic and care work 
humiliation 

Included: Experienced no humiliating treatment whilst carrying out unpaid domestic and care work 
In between: refused to answer 
Excluded: Experienced humiliating treatment whilst carrying out unpaid domestic and care work 

Unpaid domestic and care work 
value 

Included: Unpaid domestic and care work valued by household members 
In between: refused to answer 
Excluded: Unpaid domestic and care work not valued by household members 

Ability to reciprocate support 
received 

Included: Can reciprocate always or most of the time 
In between: refused to answer 
Excluded: Can reciprocate only some of the time or never 

Community event inclusion Included: Always or sometimes attended community events OR there was no event to attend 
In between: Rarely attended or did not attend because individual was too busy, too sick, or not interested in doing 
so OR refused to answer 
Excluded: Rarely or never attended because they were prevented from doing so or excluded 

Living conditions Food security Included: Food secure 
In between: Mild or moderate food insecurity OR refused to answer 
Excluded: Severe food insecurity 

Drinking water Included: Improved drinking water and enough to meet needs always or most of the time 
In between: Improved drinking water and enough to meet needs some of the time or never OR unimproved 
drinking water and enough to meet needs always or most of the time OR refused to answer 
Excluded: Unimproved drinking water source and enough to meet needs some of the time or never 

Domestic water Included: Improved domestic water and enough to meet needs always or most of the time 
In between: Improved domestic water and enough to meet needs some of the time or never OR unimproved 
domestic water and enough to meet needs always or most of the time OR refused to answer 
Excluded: Unimproved domestic water source and enough to meet needs some of the time or never 

Cooking energy Included: Clean cooking energy and enough to meet needs always or most of the time 
In between: Clean cooking energy and enough to meet needs some of the time or never OR unclean cooking energy 
and enough to meet needs always or most of the time OR refused to answer 
Excluded: Unclean cooking energy and enough to  
meet needs some of the time or never 

Lighting energy Included: Clean lighting energy and enough to meet needs always or most of the time 
In between: Clean lighting energy and enough to meet needs some of the time or never OR unclean lighting energy 
and enough to meet needs always or most of the time OR refused to answer 
Excluded: Unclean lighting energy and enough to meet needs some of the time or never 
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Domain  Indicator  Definitions of included, in between and excluded 

Heating energy Included: Clean heating energy and enough to meet needs always or most of the time 
In between: Clean heating energy and enough to meet needs some of the time or never OR unclean heating energy 
and enough to meet needs always or most of the time OR refused to answer 
Excluded: Unclean heating energy and enough to meet needs some of the time or never 

Home toilet facilities Included: Improved toilet facility 
In between: Unimproved toilet facility OR refused to answer 
Excluded: No toilet facility 

Toilet modifications Included: Modified to accommodate physical needs (if functioning difficulties with seeing,  walking or climbing steps 
and/or self care) OR No modifications necessary 
In between: Partly modified to accommodate physical needs (if functioning difficulties with seeing,  walking or 
climbing steps and/or self care) OR refused to answer 
Excluded: Not modified to meet physical needs if needed. 

Clothing and footwear ownership Included: Own two changes of clothes and two pairs of footwear 
In between: refused to answer 
Excluded: Do not own two changes of clothes and two pairs of footwear 

Clothing and footwear quality Included: Basic clothing is acceptable always OR most of the time AND protection is excellent OR good 
In between: Basic clothing ownership is always OR most of the time AND provides some or no protection; basic 
clothing is acceptable some of the time OR never AND protection is excellent OR good OR refused to answer 
Excluded: Basic clothing is acceptable some of the time OR never AND provides some or no protection 

Bedding ownership Included: Own sufficient bedding to sleep comfortably 
In between: refused to answer 
Excluded: Do not own sufficient bedding to sleep comfortably 

Eviction concern Included: Did not fear eviction 
In between: refused to answer 
Excluded: Feared eviction 

Economic opportunities 
and contributions 

Labour force status Included: Employed OR not in the labour force (by choice) 
In between: Unemployed OR refused to answer 
Excluded: Not in the labour force (exclusion) 

Public transport availability and 
affordability 

Included: Public/mass transport available and affordable always or most of the time 
In between: Public/mass transport available and affordable some of the time OR some public/mass transport which 
is affordable always or most of the time OR refused to answer 
Excluded: Some public/mass transport which is affordable some of the time or never OR no public/mass transport 
available 

Support systems (formal 
and informal support) 

Support availability Included: Do not need support OR do need support, but get enough always or most of the time 
In between: refused to answer 
Excluded: Need support, and have enough only some of the time or never 



Domain  Indicator  Definitions of included, in between and excluded 

Grant receipt Included: Received an old age pension if over 60 years OR aged 16–59 and received a disability support grant and 
categorised as having a mild or moderate disability 
In between: refused to answer 
Excluded: Did not received an old age pension if over 60 years OR aged 16–59 and did not receive a disability 
support grant and categorised as having a mild or moderate disability 

Institutional status Identity document possession Included: Current possession of a South African identity document 
In between: refused to answer 
Excluded: No current possession of a South African identity document 

Birth certificate possession Included: Current possession of a birth certificate 
In between: refused to answer 
Excluded: No current possession of a birth certificate 

Voice Local decision-making inclusion Included: Participated in local decision making 
In between: Did not participate because too busy; not interested; no process to participate in OR refused to answer 
Excluded: Did not participate because  
excluded (not invited; afraid/ uncomfortable; do not trust the leaders; not appropriate for me) 

Voting inclusion Included: Voted and free to choose who to vote for 
In between: Did not vote, because not interested OR not old enough to vote OR not a citizen OR refused to answer 
Excluded: Voted but not free to choose who to vote for OR did not vote for any other reason 

Education Schooling Included: At least matriculation (completion of high school) 
In between: Completed some secondary school OR refused to answer 
Excluded: Completed primary schooling OR completed some primary schooling OR no schooling at all 

Basic literacy Included: Able to read and write to a basic level in an official language 
In between: Able to read or write to a basic level in an official language OR refused to answer 
Excluded: Not able to read or write to a basic level in an official language 

Basic numeracy Included: Able to correctly answer two mathematics problems 
In between: Able to answer one mathematical problem OR refused to answer 
Excluded: Unable to answer mathematical problems 

Health care access Health care access and quality Included: Did not need or want any health care OR Accessed health care and experienced no problems 
In between: Accessed health care but received treatment with problems OR Was unable to access health care 
because too busy OR because provider did not speak respondents’ language OR refused to answer 
Excluded: Was unable to access health care because there was no suitable care OR because provider refused to 
treat them OR because respondent was vulnerable to discrimination 

Personal safety Fuel collection hazards Included: No hazards while collecting fuel outside the dwelling OR not responsible for collecting fuel outside the 
dwelling 
In between: refused to answer 
Excluded: Faced hazards while collecting fuel outside the dwelling 

Water collection hazards Included: No hazards while collecting water outside the dwelling OR not responsible for collecting water outside the 
dwelling 



Domain  Indicator  Definitions of included, in between and excluded 

In between: refused to answer 
Excluded: Faced hazards while collecting water outside the dwelling 

Safety in the neighbourhood Included: Walking alone in the neighbourhood after dark felt very safe OR safe 
In between: refused to answer 
Excluded: Walking alone in the neighbourhood after dark felt unsafe OR very unsafe 

Safety at home Included: At home alone after dark felt very safe OR safe 
In between: refused to answer 
Excluded: At home alone after dark felt unsafe OR very unsafe 

 


